	If you would like to discuss the support available, please contact:
EY SEND Team
Formby PDC
225 Park Road
Formby
Liverpool
L37 6EW
Tel: 0151 934 2347
senis@sefton.gov.uk
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	What can I expect from the Early Years SEND Team involvement?
When a request for support has been received by the team. An Early Years SEND professional will contact you or your child’s setting to discuss the level of support that has been allocated. In most cases this will include a consultation visit within a school or setting. If your child is at home and doesn’t attend a setting, a member of our portage team will be in touch to discuss what will happen next. If you child is in a setting, the visit will be arranged around your child’s childcare hours.  Our Officers and Consultants will arrange an appropriate time to visit. They will either call you after their visit or arrange a time to meet you at the setting. 
The aim of the visit is to:
· Explore the effectiveness of the graduated approach undertaken so far.
· Further develop the practitioners understanding of the needs of the child and how the provision could be adapted to meet the needs of the child. 
· Provide specific strategies to support individual children. 
· Identify next steps and agree actions.
· Consider how and when to evaluate the impact of provision.
· Offer support around further referrals. 
· Signpost practitioners and parents on where to get further support or training. 
· Provide training to the settings, to ensure the environment is inclusive and learning needs of children with SEND are at the forefront of planning. 

Following a visit, a report will be sent to the setting and the parents or carers with the outcomes of the visit and next steps. All information on the report will be the information discussed at the setting with key workers as well as conversations with parents and carers. Resources may be shared, or further support or training will be offered to staff and parents. If appropriate, a follow up or review meeting will be arranged.
	
		

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	




	
	

	
	





	
	
	If my child Is undergoing assessment for SEND or has an identified SEND, what should I expect?
The duties of early years settings and schools, for children with SEND is described in the SEN Code of Practice 2015 and is based on high expectations and happy and fulfilled lives. 
The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) in your child’s school or early years setting will work with you alongside key staff to meet the needs of your child. You will be informed about your child’s needs and the support available from the setting. Further to this, The Graduated Approach of Assess, Plan, Do, and Review will be implemented. 
The Graduated Approach is a cyclical and ongoing process:
· Assess: identify strengths and needs of the child through observations, assessments, reports, views of key staff, child, parent or carer.
· Plan: plan provision to meet the needs of the child, using Specific, Measurable, Achievable, relevant and Time limited (SMART) Targets, with clear and measurable outcomes.
· Do: implement the plan in the agreed time frame. 
· Review: share successes, challenges and plan next steps.



	
	The EY SEND Team work to:
· Enable and empower Early Years practitioners.
· Identify and understand strengths and needs of individual children.
· Promote individual success and inclusion in all Early Years settings.
· Implement the graduated approach effectively.
· Provide strategies to support children who need different from their peers.


	
Who Are The EY SEND Team? 

The EY SEND Team consists of professionals with expertise in the Early Years. Within the team we have, Portage Advisors, Inclusion Officers Inclusion Consultants and Educational Psychologists.
  
Early Intervention Officers work with nurseries and childminders to provide a wide variety of support that aims to ensure all children have access to provision which is appropriate to their special educational need and/ or disability. 

Portage Service is a home-visiting educational service for pre-school children with SEND and their families. 

Inclusion officers work directly with Early Years settings to offer early intervention to support with the identification of children with SEND. The officers provide strategies and interventions to support children from two upwards. 

Early Years Inclusion Consultants are specialised teachers who work directly with a range of settings and children sharing and disseminating specialist knowledge on SEND. They also contribute to the ongoing assessments of children’s needs and offer strategic support around EY SEND at a local level. 

Early Years Inclusion Consultants (school based) work with Early Years practitioners and SENDCos to support inclusion and the needs of the Reception cohort. Bespoke training packages are offered, together with support around a SEND audit to further develop inclusive practice. 

Educational Psychologists asses a child’s needs and advise the parents or school about their educational needs. They also contribute to Education, Health and Care Plans ( EHCP).


	
	
	
	
Settings have three tiers of support that they can offer:
Universal - available for all children and young people. Inclusive practice considers the learning needs of all and ensures activities are adapted to meet the needs of each individual child. An enabling learning environment may only require reasonable adjustments to meet the needs of children with SEND. 
Targeted - Universal offer plus specific, additional, small group, time-limited, evidence-informed interventions. Targeted at children who are not meeting age related milestones. 
SEND- Universal and Targeted offer, plus a personalised curriculum, offering a more bespoke provision which is ‘different from or additional to’ their peers in order to meet their needs.
The arrangements of this will vary across settings and your SENDCo will be able to discuss these with you.
Why has support from the Early Years SEND Team been requested?
If your child is not making the expected rate of progress despite good evidence of the graduated approach, a request for support can be made to the Early Years SEND Team with your permission.
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